Recording Actions in Photoshop

Requirements:

1. Adobe Photoshop CS2
2. ‘Chopped_Mushrooms.jpg’ image file, which you can
download next to where you downloaded this file.

Description:

An ‘action’ in Photoshop is a recorded set of tasks that, once recorded, can be applied
to other images in just one click. This is an awesome time-saver, and when used in
conjunction with Batch Automation, can save even more time. (See our other tutorial
called ‘Batch Automation’ when you are done with this one to see what | mean).
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1. Open Adobe Photoshop.

2. Open the ‘Chopped_Mushrooms.jpg’ image file.

3. For this tutorial, we will be recording the following adjustments into one action:

- Lowering image resolution.
- Resizing image dimensions.
- Inverting the image.

4. Go ahead and locate the ‘Actions’ panel. It is often found hiding behind the
‘History’ panel.
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5. If you don’t see the ‘Actions’ panel anywhere, select ‘Window -> Actions’:
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6. Once opened, the Actions panel looks something like this:

0068
Actions h“ ]
¥ [0 Default Actions

- Automation workspaces

P Basic workspaces

P Color and Tonal Correction workspaces

P Image Analysis workspaces

- Painting and Retouching workspaces

P Printing and Proofing workspaces

p Web Design workspaces

- What's New in C52 workspaces
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- Working with Tyoe workspaces

7. Create a new action:

[sNENs
Actions &\
¥ [0 Defauit Actions a. Click the ‘Create New Action’
B Automation workspaces button, located on the bottom
- Basic workspaces of the actions panel.

p Color and Tonal Correction workspaces

P Image Analysis workspaces

p= Fainting and Retowching workspaces

p Printing and Proofing workspaces

- Web Design workspaces

- What's New in C52 workspaces
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8. You will now see a ‘New Action’ window appear:

Mew Action

Name:|Acticm1 | ( Record )

ra

Set: Default Actions ( Cancel

Function Key:  None | :] __|Shift | | Command

Color: [ _]None | :]

Function Key: None | :] —

Color: [ _|None

MNew Action

Name: |Iu"|1yr First Action

Set: Default Actions

Function Key: None | :] ' Shift || Command

Color: [ _|None | :!

11. From this point on, every single thing you do in Photoshop will be recorded into
your new action.
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12. Select ‘Image -> Image Size’:
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13. You will see the following window appear:

a.Change the resolution to ‘72’.
Notice that the width and
height will change with the
resolution.

b. Change the width to ‘200’ and
the height to ‘133’;

E Scale Styles

E Resample Image:

14. Move to the next page...

— Pixel Dimex
Width: | 1000 Cpixels  [+]
Height: |665 DI){E|5 ]@ m
— Document Size:
Width: |4.167 | Uinches B
Height: [2.771 | inches i ]@
[ —

E Constrain Proportions

" Bicubic -4

c. Press ‘OK’:
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15. Select ‘Image -> Adjustments -> Invert’. (Or the shortcut: Apple + I):
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! Duplicate... Auto Contrast  C{r3L
g;_j‘ Apply Image... Auto Color {+#8B
v, ia Calculations... e 38 M
.z Image Size... a1 Color Balance... #B
P 7 i e Brightness/Contrast...
%‘ 7 Pixel Aspect Ratio . Hue/Saturation... gu
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Q% S Match Color...
eplace Color...
N T T Replace Col
3 o Reveal All Selective Color...
== alas Channel Mixer...
= )0‘ Dafa Set Gradient Map...
WIES Photo Filter...
p— Ehardmu iHimklinke
5 Shadow/Highlight...
. Exposure...
L
@ Equalize
B0 Threshold...
Posterize...

Variations...

16. Now we have recorded all of the tasks and we need to stop the recording:

8006
Actions

w (0] Default Actions

= Automation workspaces

= Basic workspaces

= Color and Tonal Correction workspaces

= Image Analysis workspaces

| Painting and Retouching workspaces

| Printing and Proofing workspaces

= Web Design workspaces

| What's Mew in C52 workspaces

P Working with Type workspaces

w My First Action
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Invert

17. At this point, you are essentially finished. The rest of the tutorial will demonstrate
how to use the recorded action on other images...
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18. To apply the recorded action to another image, first you need to open another
image. For this tutorial, just close the chopped mushroom image and don'’t save it,
then open it again.

19. After you have opened the new image, go ahead and locate the actions panel
again:

8006
Actions

w (0] Default Actions

= Automation workspaces

= Basic workspaces

= Color and Tonal Correction workspaces

= Image Analysis workspaces

| Painting and Retouching workspaces

| Printing and Proofing workspaces

= Web Design workspaces

| What's Mew in C52 workspaces

P Working with Type workspaces

w My First Action
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p Image Size
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Invert
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Actions

v (7] Default Actions

P Automation workspaces

P Basic workspaces

P Color and Tonzal Correction workspaces

p= Image Analysis workspaces

P Painting and Retouching workspaces

p= Frinting and Proofing workspaces

- Web Design workspaces
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21. After you have selected the action, press the ‘Play’ button:
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L 4 [:| Default Actions

= Automation workspaces

P Basic workspaces

P Color and Tonal Correction workspaces

P Image Analysis workspaces

= Painting and Retowching workspaces

P Printing and Proofing workspaces

- Web Design workspaces

P What's New in C52 workspaces
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22. After you have pressed the play button, you should see Photoshop administer the
recorded effects, thus, giving you the following image:

@ O O &2 Chopped_Mushroo...

23. Congratulations! You know how to record actions in Photoshop, and you
have a completely useless inverted photo of chopped mushrooms! Now,
continue on to the tutorial titled ‘Batch Automation’ to really put actions to use.

THE END
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