Understanding Your Degree Requirements:

A Brief Guide from Academic Advising
MICA’s degree requirements are outlined in its Academic Bulletin. Additionally, MICA has individualized reports of degree requirements for all undergraduate students that are available via the MICA web portal. The reports indicate both the courses required to graduate within the student’s chosen major, and the specific courses that have been taken by the student that fulfill those requirements. The reports are created for students to use in tracking their progress; however, the requirements in the Bulletin  
To access your academic requirements, login to the portal at www.mica.edu, then access as below:
[image: image1.png]Student Information - Windows Internet Explorer,

&~ (2 mpstihone mics elppiesprosoEPLOEE S e

Hps%32%21%2fcspr30. mica ed%20psc % 2 CSPROS% 22 EMPLOYEE %2 HRIG%:2(c%2fSCC_ADMI ¥

)] [oro oo B

Fle Edt View Favortes Took Help

Google

@0 B | 17 sookmase Bss0biced | P check v Al + il [ sendton 4

O setingse

* & [@eernrronen

Calandar

2 Account Codes

2 Administrative Forms

- Budget Reports

- Academic Advising
- Advisor Listing

+ Class Availability

+ Class Roster

- Course Catalog

- Dearee Templates

- Enroliments Report

- Eaculty Schedule

- Stugent Dearee Plan

- Student Informatio

- Student Unoffical Transcrit

2 Finances & Transactions
5 Personal Information

2 Support

Fesds () - @Rt~ [ Page ~ G Took ~ ”I

[CrEaETa— Y S o]

Announcements  Account Cades Callaboration
Logout Budget Reports  Enrollment & Planning

Finances & Transactions

Amie Bingaman

e s | Calandr | Contact s | i

Persanal Information

support

ID: 0400789

student center | general info || aamissions | transter orecit | scademics | nances |[financial aia

Amie's Student Center

by Class Schedule

Boezdiines

B 5 Gradebook

Shepping Cart
by Blanner This Week's Schedule

other academ)

5
ment £

Acadamic Rea
assignments.
Course History.
Exam Schadule.
Grades

B 5

B

Class

GFA 28201
STU (38407)

PH 343-.01
STU (38892)
pH 375-.01

STU (38119)

pH 450-.01
sTU (3s121)

‘Schedule
Tu 5:00aM -
3:00PM

F 216 Computar
Classroom

Tu 5.00AM -
3:00PM

F1: Studio

W 8:30aM -
2:008M

M 020: Photo
Lecturs Room

Th 5:00aM -
3:00PM

M 310: Stu
Mo 4:00PM -
10:009M

Lecturs Room
Mo 4100PM -
10:009M

M 020: Photo
Lecturs Room

weekly schedule b

y Account @ oo

‘Account Inquiry

Financial Aid
View Financial Aid

Trudi Johnson
a10/225-2514

details b

~ oth
Link:

£ Student Finance

MICA Payment plen
MICA Student Health Insurance

View vour 1058T

Inbo -

Student Information -

Internet Ri00% -

B curiculr Tab B Lo

anding your




Although degree requirements can change each year, the changes only affect the new group of students entering MICA; your requirements stay the same until you graduate. If a course is designated as a requirement, but is no longer offered by MICA, another departmentally approved course is taken in its place.
It is your responsibility to understand your requirements, and make appropriate plans for fulfilling them in a timely manner. If you don’t fulfill them in the designated timeframe, your graduation can be delayed. Your Academic Advisor will assist you in planning your academic career and courses, but the ultimate responsibility rests with you in monitoring your own progress, and in bringing questions and concerns to your advisor. If you believe that courses have been incorrectly placed within your degree requirements, or are missing, please notify your Academic Advisor as soon as possible.
Considering Your Requirements
Degree requirements are divided into general categories: Foundation, Liberal Arts, and Studio Electives, and the Major. Within each category are courses that are taken either during a specific year (freshman, sophomore, etc.), as part of a sequence, or can be taken at any point in your studies in any order. Below is the list of Foundation and Liberal Arts Requirements, and the year in which they should be taken. Be sure always to check carefully which requirement the course fulfills; don’t try guessing by the course’s title!  If you are confused about a course, check its status with your Academic Advisor.
	FOUNDATION STUDIO
	COURSE #
	WHEN TAKEN

	Electronic Media and Culture
	FF 210
	Freshman Year, either semester

	Elements of Visual Thinking I
	FF 100
	Freshman Year, first semester

	Sculptural Forms
	FF 101
	Freshman Year, either semester

	Elements of Visual Thinking II
	FF 102
	Freshman Year, second semester

	Painting I
	FF 150
	Freshman Year, either semester

	Drawing I
	FF 198
	Freshman Year, first semester

	Drawing II
	FF 199
	Freshman Year, second semester

	Foundation Studio Elective
	NO SPECIFIC #
	Freshman Year , either semester 
(or any time after if not fulfilled at that time)


	LIBERAL ARTS *
	COURSE #
	WHEN TYPICALLY TAKEN

	Art Matters
	AH 100
	Freshman Year, either semester

	Modernism and After
	AH 201
	Sophomore Year, either semester
(as long as prerequisite is met)

	Art History Elective
	AH _ _ _
	Sophomore/Junior/Senior year, either semester (as long as prerequisite is met)

	Art History Elective
	AH _ _ _
	Sophomore/Junior/Senior year, either semester (as long as prerequisite is met)

	Art History Elective
	AH _ _ _
	Sophomore/Junior/Senior year, either semester (as long as prerequisite is met)

	Critical Inquiry
	LA 101
	Freshman Year, either semester

	Literature Elective (200 level or above)
	L _ _ _
	Sophomore/Junior/Senior year, either semester (as long as prerequisite is met)

	Literature Elective (300 level or above)
	L 3_ _  or
L 4_ _
	Junior/Senior year, either semester 

(as long as prerequisite is met)

	Intellectual History 1 (200-level)
	_ _ _-IH1
	Sophomore Year, either semester 
(as long as prerequisite is met)

	Intellectual History 2 (200-level)
	_ _ _-IH2
	Sophomore Year, either semester 

(as long as prerequisite is met)

	Science/Math
	SCI _ _ _ 
	Sophomore/Junior/Senior year, either semester (as long as prerequisite is met)

	Theory (300-level)
	_ _ _-TH
	Junior Year, either semester

(as long as prerequisite is met)

	Academic Elective
	NO SPECIFIC #
	Any time (as long as prerequisite is met)

	Academic Elective 
or 
Academic Writing Workshop
	NO SPECIFIC #
or 

L 100
	 Any time (as long as prerequisite is met)
or

Freshman Year, both semesters


*  Note: Art History Majors have additional Art History courses to fulfill.

You will learn, with the help of your advisor, the specific requirements of your major’s courses and their sequencing. As a general rule, the course code number indicates the level of the course, and hence the time you might take it:

100-level courses = Freshman courses
ex: FF 100 Elements of Visual Thinking I
200-level courses = Sophomore courses
ex: L 262-IH1 Love in the Western World
300-level courses = Junior courses

ex: IL 340 Illustration Concepts I
400-level courses = Senior courses

ex: IM 498 Interactive Media Senior Thesis 
However, there are always exceptions! Read course descriptions and enrollment priorities for determining further the appropriate time to take a course.
Planning Your Schedule

Each semester you will meet with your advisor for a planning session, during which you will review your academic standing and degree requirements, short-and long-term goals, concerns and aspirations, and registration strategy for the next registration period. With this knowledge, you will have a clear understanding of your outstanding requirements and will then be able to complete registration successfully. Following this meeting, your registration hold for the coming semester will be lifted.
In order to earn the B.F.A. from MICA, all students must earn a minimum of 126 specific credits.  A typical student, over the course of four years at MICA, will therefore take 6 semesters of 15 credits and two semesters of 18 credits.  This credit load can change if a student transfers in Advanced Placement, IB, or Portfolio Review Credits; takes classes during the summer; adds a liberal arts minor; or enrolls in the Art Education program. Individual programs will dictate specific course types and balance of studio courses to liberal arts courses, and credit load.
To learn more about academic departments (majors, minors, concentrations), classes, and academic policies, you can reference MICA’s Academic Bulletin and Schedule of Courses and the information on the portal. Faculty and classmates are also terrific resources for information about specific classes that might interest you. 
Think Big!
Outlined above are important details to prepare for and consider. But don’t stop there! In fact, don’t even begin there! Start instead by thinking about all you might want to experience at MICA and all the ways you might learn—exposure to media/content/instructors, international study, independent research of particular disciplines, professional experiences, leadership opportunities, exhibition possibilities, involvement in the MICA and Baltimore communities. Use this big picture, in combination with your degree requirements, to set your course at MICA and beyond. 
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