                                    Majors & More!
A Brief Guide from Academic Advising        

All students must declare and complete a major to earn MICA’s Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. Students also have the option of declaring a minor or concentration, and applying to the Masters of Arts in Teaching dual BFA/MAT program. All majors allow students to pursue minors, concentrations, and MAT. 

MAJORS:  MICA currently offers 15 undergraduate majors:
· Animation

· Art History, Theory & Criticism
· Ceramics

· Drawing
· Environmental Design

· Fiber

· General Fine Arts

· Graphic Design

· Illustration

· Interaction Design + Art

· Interdisciplinary Sculpture

· Painting

· Photography

· Printmaking

· Video & Film Arts
Requirements for the BFA in every major necessitate a total of 126 credits throughout the below areas:*
· 21 credits of Foundation
· 42 credits of Liberal Arts (Art History & Language, Literature, & Culture)
· 60 credits of Major. Every major has a combination of required coursework:
· specific courses

EXAMPLE: PH 232 Basic Photography
· types of courses

EXAMPLE: Photography Elective
· studio electives

EXAMPLE: any studio course from any studio department.
Check out MICA’s current Academic Bulletin to see each area’s detailed requirements. Compare & contrast the different majors, including the number and types of required and elective classes, the sequencing of courses and requirements, and professional development opportunities. 
MINORS:  Minors allow students to study in more depth an area within the liberal arts. MICA offers 2 minors: 
· Art History


· Language, Literature & Culture, in these specific subjects:

· Creative Writing
· Gender Studies
· Culture &Politics
· Literary Studies
· Critical Theory 

Requirements for the BFA in every major plus a minor necessitate more than the general 126 credits. Students must complete 6 additional, special liberal arts credits, for a total of 48 credits within liberal arts, and a grand total of 132 credits. Check out MICA’s current Academic Bulletin for descriptions and requirements of minors.
-over-
CONCENTRATIONS: Concentrations allow students to have an additional area of (generally) studio focus besides the major. MICA offers 11 concentrations:

· Animation
· Book Arts (for Graphic Design, Illustration, & Printmaking Majors)
· Curatorial Studies

· Environmental Design

· Experimental Fashion (for Fiber Majors)
· Graphic Design

· Illustration

· Interaction Design + Art

· Photography

· Printmaking

· Video & Film Arts

Requirements for the BFA in every major plus a concentration do not necessitate additional credits; students complete a total of 126 credits. Courses are taken that fulfill both major and concentration requirements. Check out MICA’s current Academic Bulletin for descriptions and requirements of the different concentrations.

Students can also pursue individual, informal “concentrations” that are reflected in their choices of coursework, co-curricular experiences (jobs & internships, activities), and artwork. These are equally valid endeavors, but not officially acknowledged on academic records.
MASTERS OF ARTS IN TEACHING (dual BFA/MAT):  MAT allows students interested in teaching art in PreK-12 to begin coursework as undergraduates. Requirements for the BFA/MAT program necessitate more than the general 126 credits. Students must apply to and gain admission into the program. Check out MICA’s current Academic Bulletin for descriptions and requirements of MAT and meet with the Art Education department (Fox 120) to learn more.

FAQs:  Handy answers to some common questions!

Q:  When do I declare my major?

A:  Presentations about the declaration process are held in Elements of Visual Thinking II classes in the spring semester, and Foundation students will confirm their majors by March 1st.
Q: What if I can’t decide on my major?

A: Students can stay “undecided” or try a major that they’re thinking about. Staying undecided may occasionally mean more semesters to graduate.
Q: How can I learn more about majors?

A: There are lots of resources on campus for learning about majors: MICA’s current Academic Bulletin and www.mica.edu are good places to start. Also, talking to both (Foundation & departmental) instructors and upperclass students, seeing departmental exhibitions and lectures, and visiting departmental spaces can give you insight into the majors.
Q: What happens if I want to switch my major?

A: Students are continually being exposed to new art, ideas, media, and processes so it’s not uncommon for students to re-think their majors. Students can change their majors at any time. Depending on the majors involved and courses taken, a change may mean more semesters to graduate, but oftentimes it does not.
Q: How do I make sure I understand my major (minor, etc.) and related requirements? 
A: Current Foundation students’ major requirements – their “academic contract” – are listed in MICA’s current Academic Bulletin. Academic advisors and individualized advising reports on MICA’s portal help students to track their progress. 

* The major in Art History, Theory & Criticism differs in its distribution. See the Academic Bulletin for more information.








