How to Read a Basic Citation which uses MLA (Modern Language Association) examples*
showing the parts of for a book, an essay/chapter, and a journal citation.

Book:

Author’s Lastname, Firstname Book’s Title Publication place

Wood, Beatrice. | shock myself: the autobiography of Beatrice Wood. San
Francisco: Chronicle, 1986. Print.

/A

Publisher Publication year Medium of Publication

Book Chapter or Essay with one author:

Author’s Lastname, Firstname Chapter or essay title Book’s Title

3

Clark, Garth. “Beatrice Wood: the Art of Ceramic Light.” Shards: Garth Clark
on ceramicafrt.New York: Art Publications, 2003. 233-246. Print\

/\

Place of Publication Publisher Publication year Pages of chapter/essay Medium
Journal:
Author’s Lastname, Firstname Article’s Title

Seidel, Miriam. "Lily Yeh at the Village of Arts and Humanities and other
venues." Art in America 85(1997): 108.

P

Journal’s name volume number date page (8)

*For more examples of how to cite references in the MLA format please consult MLA handbook for writers

of research papers, in the Reference collection LB2369 .G53 2009. There are also links to online versions here on
the Decker Library’s website: https://danube.mica.edu/library/internet/index.cfm
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